Title/Narrative: Navigating College Programs ASCA C:B1.1

This lesson will teach students how to read college 



programs and understand what requirements they will be 


expected to complete in order to receive a degree.
ASCA Domain:  College Access

Standards:         B: Students will employ strategies to achieve future career goals with success and satisfaction.

Competencies:

Students will:

· C:B1 Acquire career information
Indicators:

Students will:

· C:B1.1 Apply decision-making skills to career planning, course selection and career transition
Description of Content/Exercises/Activities/Technology/Materials: 

1. Begin class with the pre-test.  Handout out the pre-test

sheets and have the class answer the questions: (1) What type of courses do you think you will have to take in college/vocational school? (2) About how many credits will you need to graduate?
2. Collect the student responses.  Discuss today’s lesson, during which the students will look at the typical course selection of a college and view what type of classes they may be expected to take.  Their college course programs will help them to build an immense amount of knowledge in their career field.  Also address the purpose of liberal arts degrees, and make sure the students understand that even with liberal arts degrees they will be expected to declare a major.  

3. Ask the students to log on to their computers. Have them navigate to CUNY City College’s website, to the Mechanical Engineering Department.  Handout the CUNY Mechanical Engineering Instructions/Questions sheet. The students should follow these instructions to navigate to the program website.
4. Once the students have reached the program page, have them answer the questions on their sheets.  They should provide written answers.
5. Have the students go to the website of a college they have applied to already.  Instruct them to navigate to the webpage of their prospective major and look at the program they will be expected to follow.  Go around the room and help students navigate through these websites.  
6. Ask the students to consider the questions we just covered together when looking at the program requirements, and find out how many credits, etc, they would need to graduate.
7. Ask the students for their feedback after looking at the websites. What did they think about the requirements?  Did they see any requirements that they did not expect to see?  

8. Conclude with a discussion on the need to prepare for college by looking at the program load they will be expected to follow.  Their goals will center on gaining a degree that will help them prepare for their career.

9. Hand out the post-test question sheet to the students.  The questions ask: (1) What type of courses do you think you will have to take in college/vocational school? (2) About how many credits will you need to graduate?
Materials:
Board, chalk, computers, internet access, copies of “CUNY Mechanical Engineering Website Instructions/Questions,”pre-post test question sheets.
Data Assessment:     
· Process Data:            Thirty 12th grade students in College Summit Course at Bronx Engineering & Technology Academy (BETA) will receive this lesson Wednesday during period 9.  This lesson will be reported to and shared with Ms. Fletcher, school counselor for the 2011 cohort of students at BETA.
· Perception Data:      For the pre-post test question/activity students will answer: (1) What type of courses do you think you will have to take in college/vocational school? (2) About how many credits will you need to graduate? The pre-post test questions will be conducted to assess how an opportunity gap has been lessened, and will be reported to and shared with school counselors, teachers, parent/guardians and administrators.
· Results Data:            Students who receive this lesson will learn how to navigate the internet to search for information on requirements for college programs.  They will learn how to compare program requirements, and understand the expectations of each program. If results are favorable, the students will use this experience to apply to their daily lives.  This lesson is part of an action plan to close an opportunity gap by increasing the rate of students who have a post-secondary school plan.  The results data will be reported to and shared with school counselors, teachers, parent/guardians and administrators.
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Website Instructions/Questions
Instructions:
(a) Go to web link: http://www1.ccny.cuny.edu/

(b) Look at second row of tabs on top and select Areas of Study

(c) Click on the drop down menu and select Engineering

(d) Click on The Grove School of Engineering

(e) Select Mechanical Engineering

(f) On left row of tabs, select Academics

(g) Select Undergraduate Program

Questions:

How many credits will the mechanical engineering student need to receive in total?

How many math and science courses will need to be taken?

How many years of schooling will you need?

Name two subject areas that you will need to take classes in that are NOT related to mechanical engineering.

