Title/Narrative:  Attending for Success ASCA A:A1.5
  This lesson is for the 12th grade students (Cohort 2011) in BETA’s  

  College Summit course. This year Principal Davis has set an  

  expectation that all students maintain an attendance rate of 92 percent. 

  This is especially important to address with seniors, who often

  mistakenly believe that they now have the opportunity to relax and miss

  their classes.

ASCA Domain:  Academic Development

Standards:         A: Students will acquire the attitudes, knowledge and skills that

                     contribute to effective learning in school and across the life span.

Competencies:

Students will:

· A:A1 Improve Academic Self-Concept
Indicators:

Students will:

· A:A1.5 Identify attitudes and behaviors that lead to successful learning
Description of Content/Exercises/Activities/Technology/Materials: 

1. Hand out the pre-test to the students.  Have them fill out the questions and hand them back to you once the tests are completed.

2. Introduce the lesson to the students, and brief them on the relation of this lesson to Principal Davis’ expectation that students maintain an attendance rate of 92 percent.  Ask students: Why is this an important rule?  Also ask: Why is this especially important for seniors to follow?  Elicit responses from students.

3. Complete an activity with the students. Write “Reasons” on the board and list the following underneath: Bad weather, didn’t feel like going, alarm did not go off, sick, It’s Friday, religious holiday, overslept, death in family.  Ask the students to raise their hands if they have missed class/school for each of the reasons listed.  Write down the number of responses next to the reason.

4. Ask the students why certain reasons listed are not valid enough to miss class or school.  Ask them what the short and long term consequences are for being absent for class.  Explain how absenteeism can affect their future relationships (i.e. college professors, employers) and opportunities.

5. Elicit from the students ways in which they can prevent absenteeism, and write their responses on the board.  Some examples might be going to sleep early, preparing clothes/school bag the night before, setting alarm clock earlier, etc. 

6. Give this scenario to the students:  Jim just got home from school.  He has a big test tomorrow morning but he studied two days ago and feels that was enough.  All he wants to do right now is go to his Playstation and play games for the rest of the evening.  The problem is, he probably should do some more studying and he also is not a great morning person.  What steps should Jim take to make sure he does well on that test, and wakes up early enough to get to school on time and refreshed?

7. Elicit some responses from the students and write them on the board.  Make sure that the responses are written in a consecutive order for how “Jim” should organize himself.

8. Conclude the lesson with a brief discussion of how their responses connected with an understanding of the need to come to school.  Emphasize that when they miss class, they are cheating themselves out of future opportunities.

9. Hand out the post-test to the students.  Once the tests have been completed, collect them.  

Materials:           Board, chalk, double copies of pre-post test
Data Assessment:     
· Process Data:
Thirty 12th grade students in College Summit Course at Bronx Engineering & Technology Academy (BETA) will receive this lesson Wednesday during period 9.  This lesson will be reported to and shared with Ms. Fletcher, school counselor for the 2011 cohort of students at BETA.
· Perception Data: 
One question from the pre-post test asks to what degree do the students agree with the statement that it is important to be in school everyday.  The pre-post test questions will be conducted to assess how an achievement gap has been lessened, and will be reported to and shared with school counselors, teachers, parent/guardians and administrators.
· Results Data:
Students who receive this lesson should recognize the consequences of missing class, as well as the benefits of attending class.  This lesson is part of an action plan to close an achievement gap by increasing attendance rates.  The results data will be reported to and shared with school counselors, teachers, parent/guardians and administrators.
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Attending for Success Pre-post Test

1. I believe it is important to be at school every day.

Strongly disagree
     
Disagree

Agree

Strongly Agree
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    3


4

2. I believe it is important to be on time to all my classes.

Strongly disagree
     
Disagree

Agree

Strongly Agree



1
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    3


4

3. I believe coming to school everyday will help me do better in school.

Strongly disagree
     
Disagree

Agree

Strongly Agree



1
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    3


4

4. Which of the following does NOT excuse an absence or lateness?

a. Death of a relative

b. Woke up late 

c. Dental appointment

d. Court appearance

e. All of the above

5. Research shows that students who attend school each day:

a. Get better grades

b. Learn more

c. Both a and b    

d. Are less likely to get a high school diploma

e. Are more likely to go to prison

6. Which of the following will NOT help you get to school on time in the morning?

a. Figuring out how much time you need to get ready for school

b. Setting your alarm clock 

c. Talking to your family about the importance of getting to school on time

d. Waking up five minutes before you have to be at school

e. None of the above

7. Which of the following are steps in planning to be on time? 

a. List all the activities you need to do

b. Estimate how many minutes each activity will take you

c. Add up all the minutes 

d. Determine what time you need to get started 

e. All of the above

8. Which of the following is an example of person being accountable? 

a. Setting an alarm to wake up on time

b. Asking your parents to wake you up on time

c. Forgetting to bring your homework to school

d. Both a and b

e. All of the above

